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Cycling infrastructure can also be financed by the EC Regional fund  

The Key Facts 	 Cycling, if suitably promoted, can become an alternative to motoring. This 
development, highly desirable on environmental grounds, was discussed at 
Velo City '89 both for highly-motorized developed countries and for the third 
world, where politicians and traffic planners still dream of cars. The EC is 
also prepared to finance improvements to the cycling infrastructure through 
subsidies from its regional fund. 

Contents 	 The sixty-odd contributions to the international cycle planning conference 
Velo City '89, held from 21 to 23 August 1989 in Copenhagen, have since 
been published in bound form. Most of the papers presented (see enclosure) 
deal with the environmental need to promote cycle use in the developed 
countries and the third world. Examples from Denmark show convincingly 
that the bicycle can become - or remain - a significant means of transport if it 
is granted a higher status in traffic planning and policy. Thus the Danish 
Environment Minister, Mrs Lone Dybkjaer, speaks for developing the bicycle 
into an independent and genuine alternative to the car; not only by means of 
an infrastructure that is fair to cyclists, but also, for example, by providing 
extra space in trains and buses for accompanied cycles, or making grants to 
local authorities to make publicity for cycling. 

A prerequisite for increased use of cycles is an especially positive attitude to 
cycling as opposed to motoring. Whilst the bicycle does have a positive 
image in many developed countries, neither politicians nor their voters are 
really aware of it as a means of travel and alternative to the car or public 
transport. This kind of cycle-friendly attitude can be helped along not only by 
publicity, but also by an infrastructure which makes cyclists feel safer. In 
countries with sparse motor traffic, on the other hand, where the car is seen 
as a symbol of progress and the bicycle remains forgotten by politician and 
planner alike, it is above all the image of the bicycle which needs improving. 
EC Commissioner Karel van Miert believes that on environmental grounds 
the bicycle should also be given more support from the European 
Communities. The EC makes resources available from its regional fund for 



 

 

 

 
 

projects which are in cyclists' interests. These first have to be applied for as 
grants for infrastructure and traffic and supported, regionally or nationally, 
by the member states concerned. 

Publication 	 "Velo City Proceedings" (in English), papers presented to the Velo City 
Conference from 21 to 23 August 1989 in Copenhagen, edited by Niels 
Jensen. Joint conference of the Technical University of Denmark, Lyngby, 
the Danish Cycling Association and the European Cyclists' Federation, 
Strasbourg, ISBN 87-88277-53-4. Copenhagen 1990. 

Source 	 The above volume is available at a price of 100 Danish crowns including 
postage, from: Dansk Cyklist Forbund, Kjeld Langes Gade 14, DK-1367 
Kopenhagen K. 

Bicycle Research Report No. 14, july 1991 	 - 2 -



 

 

 
 
 

Bicycle Research Report No. 14, july 1991 - 3 -



 

 
 

Bicycle Research Report No. 14, july 1991 - 4 -



 

 
 

 
 
 

Bicycle Research Report No. 14, july 1991 - 5 -



 

 
 

Bicycle Research Report No. 14, july 1991 - 6 -



 

 
 

Bicycle Research Report No. 14, july 1991 - 7 -


