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CYCLING IN THE CITY - A COMPREHENSIVE EVALUATION OF  
RESEARCH STUDIES ON CYCLE TRAFFIC IN THE CITY 

Published by the German Ministry of Transport 

Research proves the potential of cycle traffic in the city 

The Key Facts 	 A glance at the investigations made in research programmes on cycling in 
cities during the past ten years shows that considerable potential could be 
opened up for cycling. Cycle use is influenced by subjective factors and the 
effects of motor traffic as well as by the quality of provision for cyclists. 

Contents 	 Research on the topics of 'the cycle-friendly town' and 'extensive traffic­
calming', the research programme accidents on Road Safety' and many 
regional and local investigations have all brought new perceptions on 
cycling. This is shown by a comprehensive evaluation of research work on 
cycling in cities, drawn up by various traffic and town-planning organizations 
for the German Minister of Transport. 

Data have been collected up to the present in numerous investigations on 
cycle use and its potential. The structure of housing estates, the distribution 
of journey distances in the city, motor traffic and provision for cyclists all 
have an influence. Other factors include the number of cycles, car ownership, 
attitude and image, topography and weather. Ease of access for cyclists and 
detour-free routes are important conditions to be met if the encouragement to 
cycle is to succeed. Traffic-calming measures, extensive or otherwise, 
stimulate any subjective willingness to cycle. Where private car use is 
restricted, a large number of motorists who change transport modes switch to 
cycling. 

Deficiencies in the cycling system include the absence of any attractive 
means of combining cycling with public transport, and the technical 
problems of bicycles. There are still no attractive solutions to the problems of 
comfort (eg springing), protection from the elements, how to carry luggage 
and how to prevent the theft of bicycles. 

The latest results of research on infrastructure show that the diversion of 
cyclists onto cycleways, especially at junctions, cannot yet be achieved 
satisfactorily, and that cycle lanes and traffic-calming measures can make 



 

 

 

conditions more favourable for cyclists. Other topics included in this 
publication, the most comprehensive to date from the German Ministry of 
Transport, are: financing, technology and service, and economic and social 
importance. 

Source 	 "Cycling in the City - A Concise Evaluation of Research Studies on Cycle 
Traffic in the City" by Hans-Jörg Thiemann, Tilman Bracher, Helmut Luda 
u.a. Hg. Bundesminister für Verkehr, Schriftenreihe Forschung Stadtverkehr 
Reihe Auswertungen, Bd.A7, Bonn 1991. 
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Zusammenfassende Auswertung von Forschungsarbeiten zum Radverkehr in der Stadt 
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